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CONSUMER REGISTER lists summaries of major consumer proposals before Federal agen- 
cies. If you wish to submit written comments, include your name & address, state the name 
& Federal Register citation of the proposal on which you are commenting and explain your 


views briefly & clearly. 


Parmesan cheese 


Parmesan cheese might cost consumers less as a re- 
sult of Food & Drug Administration’s action to reduce 
curing time for parmesan cheese from 14 months to 10 
months. The amended standard for the 10-month curing 
time will be effective Aug. 5. 


Reduction in manufacturing time—a subject of hear- 
ings, comments & taste-panel evaluation during the past 
3 years—is expected to lower production costs about 2¢ 
a pound, resulting in possibly lower retail prices. 


Both Kraftco & Tolibia Cheese Inc, have for some 
years been producing parmesan cheese using the 10- 
month curing method, & consumers have reported finding 
little difference in flavor & texture between it & 14- 
month cured cheese. Both methods produce cheese of 


equal nutritive value & meet standards for moisture & 
milkfat content, 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 21, page 4710. 


Auto emission 


April 27 is deadline for comments on Environmental 
Protection Agency’s proposal concerning auto emission 
control standards for new motor vehicles & new motor 
vehicle engines. 


The proposed regulations would 

1. Codify & extend EPA’s monitoring of the certifica- 
tion tests (a responsibility of manufacturers) by spelling 
out what records & documents must be kept & for how 
long. 

2. Ensure that cars on the market are in all material 
respects the same design as the prototype actually tested 
& certified. 

3. Make clear that all testing facilities, wherever lo- 
cated (including overseas), are subject to the same record- 
keeping & inspection requirements. 

4. Authorize the EPA Administrator to withhold the 
necessary certificate of conformity if an auto maker em- 
ploys any scheme to cause the emission control system to 
be partially or wholly ineffective or to circumvent the 
intent that all new cars will have operating emission con- 
trol equipment throughout their natural lives. 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 26, page 5183. Send com- 
ments to Norman D. Shutler, Director, Mobile Source En- 
forcement Division, Environmental Protection Agency, 
Washington, DC 20460. 


Tires 


May 4 is deadline for comments on National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration’s proposal to amend its Tire 
Identification & Record Keeping regulation. The proposed 
amendment would establish a universal registration form 
to be used in recording certain information (as required 
by Federal law) at the time of tire sales to consumers. 


A variety of forms are now being used to record 


name & address of the tire buyer, tire identification num- 
ber & name & address of the seller. In an attempt to 
eliminate some confusion & resulting inaccuracies, the 
amended regulation would 

@ Prescribe the uniform format to be used; 

@ Provide the first buyer of a tire with a copy of the 
form; 

@ Require that manufacturers, distributors or dealers 
who mistakenly receive other manufacturers’ registration 
information must forward it to the proper manufacturer 
within 30 days. 


Details—Federal Register: March 9, page 6398. Send 
comments to Docket Section, National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, Washington, DC 20590. 


Boating safety 


May 14 is deadline for comments to Coast Guard 
on proposed regulations that could prevent the departure 
of recreational boats on voyages for which they are con- 
sidered unsafe. 


The proposed rule would give each Coast Guard Dis- 
trict Commander authority to issue a regulation that would 
define as an unsafe condition, under the Federal Boat 
Safety Act, the intended voyage of a specific vessel. If 
the operator ignored the regulation, a Coast Guard board- 
ing officer could take corrective action, including termina- 
tion of use of the vessel. 


Four factors would be considered in determining 
whether a particular voyage is unsafe: (1) design of the 
particular boat under consideration; (2) seaworthiness of 
the boat; (3) efficiency, condition & availability of safer 
or operational equipment on the vessel & (4) competency 
of the boat operator and his crew. 


Coast Guard’s Office of Boating Safety explains 
that operation of unsafe boats often results not only in 
endangering lives but also in enormous expense & effort 
for searches by private groups. 


Details—Federal Register: March 14, page 6900. Send 
comments to: U.S. Coast Guard (GCMC/82), Room 8234, 
400 7th St. S.W., Washington, DC 20590. 


Beef standards 


Less expensive beef—in the form of “bullock” beef— 
could be available in the future if Agriculture Dept.’s 
revised standards for grades of beef are accepted & used 
by the public & the livestock industry. 


Under the new standards, effective July 1, Federally 
graded beef from bulls under about 2 years old could be 
available on meat counters labeled as “bullock” & with 
quality grade names as “choice” & “good.” On the aver- 
age, steer beef is slightly more tender & tasty than 
young bull beef. The labeling to distinguish the 2 kinds 
of beef will allow consumers to choose the particular one 
they want. 


Bullock beef generally will cost less to produce. If 





acceptable to the public, it should increase beef supplies 
& lower prices to the ccnsumer, However, until con- 
sumer acceptance is established, bullock beef will likely 
be produced only in limited volume. 


Agriculture received comments on the proposal from 
87 individuals & groups, including livestock producers & 
consumers. A majority of the comments favored the re- 
vised standards. 


Details—Federal Register: March 17, 1972, page 5626; 


Feb. 22, 1973, page 4762; CONSUMER REGISTER: May 1, 
1972. 


Bus passengers 


May 15 is deadline for comments on National High- 
way Traffic Safety Administration’s proposed new motor 
vehicle safety standard to require buses (including school 
buses) to have passenger seats that are stronger & higher 
& that would cause less impact injury. 


NHTSA proposes to require a seat to pass strength 
& stability tests; to require higher seat backs (28” mini- 
mum) & to make the top of the seat back safer by, for 
example, eliminating exposed metal holding bars & adding 
extra padding. As an alternative, installation of seat belt 
restraint systems has been proposed. 


Effective date of the proposed standard would be 
Sept. 1, 1974. 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 22, page 4776. Send 
comments to Docket Section, National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, 400 7th St. S. W., Washington, DC 
20590. 


Outdoor advertising 


Amendment of the National Standards for Directional 
& Other Official Signs by the Federal Highway Adminis- 
tration, which became effective Feb. 27, allows merchants 
to use 50% of message space on shelters that they pro- 
vide as a public service for children waiting for school 
buses. The scope of the message allowed on the other 
50%, now limited to safety slogans, has been broadened 
to include any sort of public service message. 


It is expected that the increase of available adver- 
tising space for merchants’ messages from 40% to 50% 


will encourage merchants to continue to provide school 
bus shelters, 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 27, page 5242. 


Airline surcharge 


Civil Aeronautics Board has permitted domestic air- 
lines to charge passengers a 34¢ surcharge (plus 3¢ Fed- 
eral tax per ticket) to cover security screening & inspec- 
tion costs at airports. Security checks are the result of 
the Federal Government’s anti-skyjacking program. 


The 37¢ total will be applied to each airline ticket & 
to each part of a flight when a flight involves changing 
planes. 


Details—Federal Register: March 20, page 7352. 


Open dating 


May 21 is deadline for comments about which form 
of open dating is best understood by the public. 


Agriculture Dept. has proposed a change in its food 
labeling regulations to permit open dating of meat & 
poultry products. Because of the variation in the mean- 
ing of the term “open dating,” only coded (or “closed 
dating”) has been permitted on products under Agriculture 
inspection regulations. 


To consumers, an open or uncoded date may mean 
(1) the date a product was processed, (2) the “pull” date, 
indicating the last day an item is to be left on the store 
shelf, or (3) the last date a product is to be used by the 
consumer, However, generally “open dating” refers to a 


calendar date on a package that indicates the freshness 
date of the product. 


The proposed change in regulations would require 
that if an open date is used or a meat or poultry prod- 
uct, a calendar date must be used in conjunction with a 
statement that clearly indicates the meaning of that date 
—for example, “date processed” or “do not sell after...” 
Consumers are also asked to comment on what kind of 


qualifying statement would be most informative & least 
confusing. 


Details—Federal Register: March 21, page 7398. Send 
comments to Hearing Clerk, Agriculture Dept., Washing- 
ton DC 20250. If you wish to make an oral presentation, 
send your request to Scientific & Technical Services, Meat 
& Poultry Inspection Program, Animal & Plant Health 
Inspection Service, Washington, DC 20250. 


Trucks & buses 


Aug. 1 is deadline for comments to Federal Highway 
Administration’s Bureau of Motor Carrier Safety on the 
suggestion of the Professional Drivers Safety & Health 
Organization to amend the motor carrier safety regula- 
tions. The proposed amendment would require that 
drivers’ daily vehicle condition reports for the preceding 
3 weeks or a complete vehicle maintenance log (or both) 
be located on each truck & bus at all times. 


The bureau also wants comments on other ideas, in- 
volving highway safety, including determination of truck 
& bus defects, safeguards against driver or company dis- 
honesty in maintenance of records & disputes between 
drivers & mechanics concerning safety defects. 


While trucks & buses in interstate commerce are 
presently required to maintain equipment on a systematic 
basis, roadside inspection by Bureau of Motor Carrier 
Safety indicates that maintenance practices are becoming 
less effective. In recent years, the percentage of such 
vehicles that have failed roadside inspection has risen 
steadily. In 1970, for example, 2,333 accidents involving 
trucks & buses resulted in 50 deaths, 962 injuries & $7 
million in property damage. 


Details—Federal Register: March 16, page 7127. Send 
comments to Director, Bureau of Motor Carrier Safety, 
Federal Highway Administration, Washington, DC 20590. 


This listing is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal Register items deemed of par- 
ticular interest to consumers, & it does not affect the legal status or effect of any document required or au- 
thorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of the Federal Register Act as amended, 44 U.S.C. 1505. 
Federal Register is published Monday through Friday (except Federal Government holidays) by Office of 
the Federal Register, National Archives & Records Service, General Services Administration, Washington, 
DC. Subscriptions cost $2.50 a month or $25 a year & may be ordered from Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402. The superintendent also sells individual copies 
of Federal Register for 20¢ each. Copies of Federal Register usually are available in public, college & uni- 


versity libraries. 
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